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The Guatemalan peace talks have once again entered an impasse. The 11th round of negotiations
between rebels and the government, scheduled for the weekend of May 8 in Mexico City, collapsed
after just 20 minutes of deliberations, as representatives from the two sides angrily stormed
out. In the following days, a verbal clash exploded in the national press as both sides mutually
accused each other of intransigence. On May 10, in Guatemala City, communiques on the status
of the talks were released separately by President Jorge Serrano's National Peace Commission
(Comision Nacional de la Paz, CNP) and by the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (Unidad
Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca, URNG). The rebels offer two explanations for government
intransigence: either the Serrano administration is not genuinely interested in achieving peace and
democratization at the bargaining table, or else the civilian government's support for an accord is
being undermined by hard-line sectors in the military. The URNG directly accused the government
negotiating team of blocking discussions on essential themes in the dialogue, such as the proposed
human rights accord and a draft timetable laying out all remaining issues to be included in the
peace accords. In fact, the clashes over those points began the week prior to initiation of talks. On
May 1, daily newspaper Siglo XXI published a document, marked "confidential," on the status of the
peace talks as of mid-April (see NotiSur, 05/07/93). The document, drafted by Monsignor Rodolfo
Quezada (mediator in the talks), included a two-stage timetable for negotiations based on a proposal
which had been submitted by the URNG. The URNG insists that leaking of the document was a
deliberate maneuver by the government to discredit the rebels and undermine their negotiating
position. For its part, the CNP accused the guerrillas of having arrived in Mexico City for the
latest round of talks proposing "non-negotiable changes" to the document and backtracking
on agreements which had been reached during earlier stages of the dialogue. The government
demanded that the URNG rescind the "non-negotiable" character of its proposals. As in the past,
the government has accused the URNG of stalling for time. In the words of CNP head Manuel
Conde, "the guerrillas have been placing obstacles to impede development of the peace process,
using delaying tactics, formalities, and pretexts, all of which have blocked the signing of a Human
Rights Accord." (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, Agence
France-Presse, 05/10/93)
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